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THE DRY CLEANER FROM DES MOINES

Words by Joni Mitchell—Music by Charles Mingus

Moderately bright Swing beat
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down to a roll of dimes. _ I’'m stalk -ing the slot that’s hot.__
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luck - y  jack pots.— They keep you tan-tal - ized, they keep you
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Italkedto a cat from Des Moines._ He said he ran a
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clean - ing plant. _ That cat  was clank - in’ with__ coin.
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Well, he must have had a ge - nie in a lamp, ’cause ev - ’ry time I
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You get a lit - tle luck - y and you make a lit-tle mon - ey. I
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Cir - cus where the cow - girls fill the room with their big __ bal - loons.__
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— The clean - er was pitch - in’  with_ pur - pose! _ He had
» N
rp= — z s
cr F17 Bb7 G7
= #%—— jp—== ey
1 il»} L4 } lT ] } .1‘ TL\
7 — = i —0 1 :
Di - nos and Pooh Bears and li - ons pink and blue__ there. He could - n’t
o [N f 1[ -
e £ ° "
‘ e —




Bb7

Eb7

Bb7

F7

C7

0
AT

- ' e
N
»
44
[ Q
| L
& N
LL N
NG NG
A A‘q ALIY‘
~41 N
) NG ~G
| 0.\
o~
———— l \‘l
$ i :
L 1_3 ™
L el
rov .‘ll | | .
e JAl
R N~
. 9]
E 1
b lm thv §
NN

Bb7

Eb7

H) 1
Q
(Y
iy ! ) Hi
ulu' \)L‘
kg
ST
- \1& ~NG L]
NG
Aﬁxl . ' _”
rnV r&r
™~ N
T b b il
Ay
FN N
S
=Y)
il Il W |
S ﬂﬁmru ﬂL J
NG il : 4
Qe @ 1
e 3
9
l AN A
—fla T4 i rmhv
e S B W
rr———]

F7

Eb7

Bb/D

C7

G7

D7

\IL‘ NG ‘l_r
AN AL L]
o~ P
|
.
I !
J
1+ o
4 E
) 4 )
L] 2
9 2
@ A 1 *h
=
-y m ’..l..lv L.l.l.
iy s | N
‘ rnyv o
L _ S N lﬁ.
( .
= S -4 ), o
N Ea
] .V _ ™ N L
lmhv 4 - Fd
ﬁ ﬁ o .
& A




B

1 n
1 1
ag]

dim.

Bb7 Bb7
— 33—
0 | 1
o - 2 . —t—17
> & = &
oJ
Des Moines was stack -in’ the chips,
[ L |
1 \
[V} 1 (V] L 4
4 N J A N ‘A

b

L\

3 ® I"i b;f i

»

l]lr N Z‘ 2
e % ;
\ 79 5
L om’s f
l 3 3 3 3 3 '
Eb7 Bb7
Q %7 — — . 3
: : 7 ~ P 3 b
* £ ! €
oJ |
rak - in’ off the ta -bles, ring - in’ the ban - dits’ bells.__ Thisis a
5 N . . Pam—
7+ 7 4 ya
L < vi 4‘
Deame———
Eb7 Bb7
0 - o
i A
oo B — r—]
e) f | S— —a-
sto - ry that’s a drag to tell,__ in some_ ways, since I lost ev-'ry dime I
.l . v
5 7 yi 7 — —
F7 Eb7
l R L
i K - < 3 y P
) L r N )4
J ~ J
eJ
laid on the line. But the clean -er from Des Moines could put a coin in the
5 S—
L Y] R
L J ‘R

—




luck!

just

Luck - y.

Bb7

=

Luck -y.

twen

=
-

194

L4

-’P'

Luck - y.

b

and get

a john

Luck -y.

of

Bb7

door

ip” A A
| fanNd

hadl) WW1J

Luck -y.

Luck -y.

'.P

v

1
™.
™ v
~NG
NG
.
)
i
™.
lL _.v
~C
Wmhv
ANl

1

A\ V4

4




|
D>

Yr— be i~ -~—" r m—
4 et - v 4
&—&—  — & &
‘Uy R N
Luck -y. Luck -y. Luck -y. Luck -y. Luck -y, luck - y.
/A | & | l |
'b" - - v‘f—qu 2 V‘ﬂ—
~—" ~—
e 1 N N
1 e - y p ] =
75 & &
N A R —
v @ vy @
~—" Sz
N 1 N N | 5% ‘l N [N EN
Pk =; — 2 z z
b ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢
0O 1| ol i —— -
P S — - a ¥ ¥ > ¥ ¥ —
>—=% & & & & I‘
e)
Luck -y. Luck - y. Luck -y, luck -y. Luck -y,
V — - = IS
g ~—" ~"
Ol & N
1 4 y ] - - p
Z5 3 & &
‘\ -t —4 — — — -
v v K '.; v @
~—" N—" -
Y 2 X — ¥ =
A —- - - — ¢ 8 ¢
& &
N.C
‘91—}7—‘ —t=
A h 178 o — o — ) P 7 - {u
 dsn N i T
eJ
luck -y,luck-y,luck-y,luck-y Luck-y. -
b
|3 P | apspsk
= | 1 1
J
=
Cln
1 7 4 - — -
75 r.N
i =+ 3 3 3
\ ¥ 3
P (h)l.ﬁ o 3 3
‘-— 3—1 (h.-—- -._I.L +— — 3 H
&3 1 N N N # i 1
) W) y J y J y ; o—» hos 1
Z b & > © ' 7 T &bd M
3 3 g 3 v e o ke




